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- A -
actual key section n. the exact cross sectional
configuration of a key blade as viewed from the bow
t ow a rd the tip

a c t u a t o r n.  a device, usually connected to a cylinder,
which, when activated, may cause a lock mechanism
to operate

A D A a b b.  Americans with Disabilities Ac t

adjustable mortise cylinder n.  any mortise cylinder
whose length can be adjusted for a better fit in doors
of va rying thickness

all-section key blank n.  the key section which enters
all keyways of a multiplex key system

A LOA a b b.  Associated Locksmiths of America, In c .

associated change key n.  a change key which is
related directly to particular master key(s) through the
use of constant cuts

associated master key n.  a master key which has
p a rticular change keys related directly to its
combination through the use of constant cuts

A S T M a b b.  American Society for Testing 
and Ma t e r i a l s

a u x i l i a ry lock n.  any lock installed in addition to the
p r i m a ry lockset

- B -
ball locking adj.  a method of locking a padlock
shackle into its case using ball bearing(s) as the bolt(s)

b a t t e ry eliminator n.  an electric device designed 
to provide energy to equipment normally re q u i r i n g
batteries for operation

b i b l e n.  that portion of the cylinder shell which
normally houses the pin chambers, especially those 
of a key-in-knob cylinder or certain rim cylinders

b i c ycle padlock n.  a padlock with sufficient shackle
clearance to secure a bicyc l e

b i - d i rectional cylinder n.  a cylinder which may 
be operated in a clockwise and counterc l o c k w i s e
d i rection by a single key

b i n a ry cut key n.  a key whose combination only
a l l ows for two possibilities in each bitting position:
cut/no cut

b i n a ry type cylinder or lock n.  a cylinder or lock
whose combination only allows for two bitting
possibilities in each bitting position

b i t n.  the part of the key which serves as the blade,
usually for use in a warded or lever tumbler lock  
v.  to cut a key

bit key n.  a key with one or more projecting bits

b i t t i n g n.  1.  the number(s) which re p resent(s) 
the dimensions of the key  2.  the actual cut(s) 
or combination of a key

bitting depth n.  the depth of a cut which is made
into the blade of a key

bitting list n.  a listing of all the key combinations
used within a system. The combinations are usually
arranged in order of the blind code, direct code,
and/or key symbol.

bitting position n.  the location of a key cut

b l a d e n.  the portion of a key which may contain the
cuts and/or millings  

b l a n k adj.  uncut, see also “key blank”

blind code n.  a designation, unrelated to the bitting,
assigned to a particular key combination for future
re f e rence when additional keys or cylinders may 
be needed

block master key n.  the one pin master key for all
combinations listed as a block in the standard
p ro g ression format

B M K a b b.  block master key

b o l t n.  any movable projection which blocks the
m ovement of one object re l a t i ve to another

bottom of blade n.  the portion of the blade opposite
the cut edge of a single bitted key

bottom pin n.  usually a cylindrical shaped tumbler
which may be conical, ball shaped or chisel pointed
on the end which makes contact with the key

b ow n.  the portion of the key which serves as a grip
or handle

b ow stop n.  a type of stop located near the key bow

b ox of ward s n.  a complete unit of intricate ward s
installed in or on a lock case

bridge ward n.  a center ward attached to the interior
of a lock by means of a bracket

b ro a c h n.  a tool used to cut the keyway into the
cylinder plug  v.  to cut the keyway into a cylinder
plug with a bro a c h

build-up dimension n.  1.  the distance between 
two different shear lines, as expressed in units of the
m a n u f a c t u rer's increment or as an actual
m e a s u rement  2.  the dimension of the build-up pin
re q u i red in a particular chamber, which will allow one
key to operate at the plug  shear line and a differe n t
key to operate at a different shear line

build-up pin n.  the additional element of a pin stack
re q u i red to allow operation at different shear lines in 
a cylinder

bump key n.  a lock picking key with uniform
steeples between cuts that is forced further into the
lock via impact

by-pass tool n.  a device that neutralizes the security
of a locking device, or its application hard w a re, 
often taking advantage of a design we a k n e s s

- C -
c a m n.  1.  a lock or cylinder component which
transfers the rotational motion of a key or cylinder
plug to the bolt works of a lock  2.  the bolt of a 
cam lock

cam lock n.  a complete locking assembly in the form
of a cylinder whose cam is the actual locking bolt
c a p n.  1.  a spring cover for a single pin chamber  
2.  a part which may serve as a plug retainer and/
or a holder for the tailpiece  v.  to install a cap

When making a definition of a term, the following rules were
applied to the term:

1. Is the term listed in a standard dictionary?
2. Is the definition there the same meaning used in 

our industry?

A standard pocket dictionary can be obtained easily and
on short notice from a variety of stores that have a
pocket book display. If the answer to either of the
questions above is no, then the definition of the term
may be found here.

A definition must meet the following rules:

1. It must describe the subject of the term 
without graphics.

2. It must describe ONLY the subject of the term.
3. The term should not be used in the definition.

If you have a technical objection to any definition, 
please bring it to the attention of a member of the LIST
Council for review.

Used by permission. Copyright © 1989, 1990, 1995, 1996, 
1997 LIST Council



capping block n.  a holding fixture for certain inter-
changeable cores which aids in the installation of 
the caps

c a s e n.  the housing or body of a lock

case ward n.  any ward directly attached to or
p rojecting from a lock case

c h a m b e r n.  any cavity in a cylinder plug and/or shell
which houses the tumblers

change key n.  a key which operates only one
cylinder or one group of keyed alike cylinders in 
a keying system, see also “reset key” definition 1 

changeable bit key n.  a key which can be
recombinated by exchanging and/or re a r r a n g i n g
p o rtions of its bit or blade

Chubb shackle n.  a hinged shackle with a pierc e d
hole for the bolt in its movable end

C K a b b.  1.  change key  2.  control key

c l e v i s n.  a device to permanently attach a chain 
to a padlock

c l i p p e r n.  a hand held key bitting punch, 
often incorporating a triggerlike handle

closed gated adj.  pertaining to a lever tumbler 
whose gate is pierced into the body of the tumbler.
The lever(s) surround the fence in both the locked
and unlocked positions.

c l u t c h n.  that part of a profile cylinder which
transfers rotational motion from the inside or outside
element to a common cam or actuator

C M L a b b.  the title "Certified Master Locksmith" 
as awarded by ALOA

c o d e n.  a designation assigned to a particular key
combination for re f e rence when additional keys or
cylinders may be needed. See also, “blind code” ,
“d i rect code”, and “key symbol”

code key n.  a key cut to a specific code rather than
duplicated from a pattern key. It may or may not
conform to the lock manufacturer's specifications

code original key n.  a code key which conforms to
the lock manufacturer's specifications

c o m b i n a t e v.  to set a combination in a lock,
c y l i n d e r, or key

c o m b i n a t i o n n.  the group of numbers which
re p resent the bitting of a key and/or the tumblers 
of a lock or cylinder

compensate drive r s v.  to select longer or shorter top
pins, depending on the length of the rest of the pin
stack, in order to achieve a uniform pin stack height

c o m p l e m e n t a ry key w a y n.  usually a disc tumbler
keyway used in master keying. It accepts keys of
d i f f e rent sections whose blades contact differe n t
bearing surfaces of the tumblers.

composite key w a y n.  a keyway which has been
enlarged to accept more than one key section, 
often key sections of more than one manufacture r

compound bitted key n.  a key with at least one
compound cut

compound cut n.  a bitting which has another
bitting dimension within its dimensions 

constant cut n.  any bitting(s) which are identical 
in corresponding positions from one key to another
in a keying system. They usually serve to group these
keys together within a given level of keying, and/
or link them with keys of other levels. See also
“rotating constant”

c o n s t ruction core n.  an interchangeable or
re m ovable core designed for use during the
c o n s t ruction phase of a building. The cores are
normally keyed alike and, upon completion of
c o n s t ruction, they are to be replaced by the
permanent system's core s .

c o n t rol chamber n.  in an interchangeable or
re m ovable core, any chamber which has a contro l
shear line, which is different from the operating 
shear line

c o n t rol cut n.  any bitting which operates the
retaining device of an interchangeable or 
re m ovable core

c o n t rol key n.  1.  a key whose only purpose is to
re m ove and/or install an interchangeable or re m ova b l e
c o re  2.  a bypass key used to operate and/or re s e t
some combination type locks  3.  a key which allow s
disassembly of some re m ovable cylinder locks

c o n t rol lug n.  that part of an interchangeable or
re m ovable core - retaining device which locks the core
into its housing

c o n t rol shear line n.  the shear line which allow s
operation of the control lug of an interchangeable or
re m ovable core

c o n t rol sleeve n.   the part of an interchangeable 
or re m ovable core retaining device which surro u n d s
the plug

c o n t rolled cross key i n g a condition in which two 
or more different keys of the same level of keying 
and under the same higher level key(s) operate one
cylinder by design; e.g., XAA1 operated by AA2 
(but not XAA1 operated by AB1) 
Note: This condition could seve rely limit the 
security of the cylinder and the maximum expansion
of the system when (1) more than a few of these
d i f f e rent keys operate a cylinder, or (2) more than 
a few differently cross keyed cylinders per system 
a re re q u i re d .

c o re n.  a complete unit, often with a “f i g u re eight”
shape, which usually consists of the plug, shell,
tumblers, springs, plug retainer and spring cover(s). 
It is primarily used in re m ovable and interc h a n g e a b l e
c o re cylinders and looks.

C P L a b b.  the title "Certified Pro f e s s i o n a l
Locksmith" as awarded by ALOA

C R L a b b.  the title "Certified Re g i s t e red Locksmith"
as awarded by ALOA

c ross key i n g n.  the deliberate process of
combinating a cylinder (usually in a master key
system) to two or more different keys which would
not normally be expected to operate it together. 
See also “c o n t rolled cross keying” and “u n c o n t ro l l e d
c ross keying."

c ru c i f o rm adj.  of or pertaining to a key section or
keyway which usually resembles a plus sign (+) or the
letter "X"

c u t v.  to make cuts into a key blade, see also 
“key cut(s)”

cut edge n.  the portion of the key blade which
contains the cuts

cut key n.  a key which has been bitted 
or combinated

cut ro o t n.  the bottom of a key cut

cut root shape n.  the shape of the bottom of 
a key cut. It may have a flat or radius of a specific
dimension, or be a perfect "V"

c u t t e r n.  the part of a key machine which makes the
cuts into the key blank

c y l i n d e r n.  a complete operating unit which 
usually consists of the plug shell, tumblers, springs, 
plug re t a i n e r, a cam/tailpiece or other actuating
device, and all other necessary operating part s

cylinder blank n.  a dummy cylinder which has 
a solid face and no operating part s

cylinder collar n.  a plate or ring installed under 
the head of a cylinder to improve appearance and/
or security

cylinder guard n.  a pro t e c t i ve cylinder 
mounting device

cylinder key n.  a broad generic term including
v i rtually all pin and disc tumbler keys

- D -
d e a d b o l t n.   a bolt, which re q u i res a deliberate
action to extend, and which resists end pre s s u re 
in the unlocking direction when fully extended

d e a d l o c k n.   a lock which incorporates a deadbolt
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d e a d l o c k i n g adj.  pertaining to any feature which,
when fully engaged, resists attempts to move the 
latch or bolt in the unlocking direction through 
d i rect pre s s u re

declining step key n.  a key whose outs are
p ro g re s s i vely deeper from bow to tip

d e c o d e v.  to determine a key combination by
physical measurement of a key and/or cylinder part s

decoder gauge n.   a measuring device which helps
determine the combination of a lock or cylinder
without re m oving the tumblers

depth key set n.  a set of keys used to make a code
original key on a key duplicating machine to a lock
m a n u f a c t u rer's given set of key bitting specifications.
Each key is cut with the correct spacing to one 
depth only in all bitting positions, with one key for
each depth.

d e r i ved series n.  a series of blind codes and 
bittings which are directly related to those of another
bitting list

d i rect code n.  a designation assigned to a part i c u l a r
key which includes the actual combination of the key

disc tumbler n.  1.  a flat tumbler which must be
drawn into the cylinder plug by the proper key so
that none of its extremities extends into the shell  
2.  a flat, usually rectangular tumbler with a gate
which must be aligned with a sidebar by the 
p roper key

double-acting lever tumbler n.   one that must 
be lifted a precise amount, neither too little nor too
much to allow movement of a bolt

double bitted key n.  a key bitted on two opposite
s u rf a c e s

double pin v.  to place more than one master pin in 
a single pin chamber

drilled key n.  a type of bit key with a hole drilled
into the shank from the tip 

d r i ver spring n.  a spring placed on top of the pin
stack to exe rt pre s s u re on the pin tumblers

d ro p n.  a pivoting or swinging dust cove r, 
see also “incre m e n t”

dummy cylinder n.  a non-functional facsimile of 
a rim or mortise cylinder used for appearance only,
usually to conceal a cylinder hole

d u p l i c a t e v.  to copy, see also “duplicate key”

duplicate key n.  any key re p roduced from a 
pattern key

d u s t p roof cylinder n.  a cylinder designed to pre ve n t
f o reign matter from entering either end of the keyway 

- E -
e f f e c t i ve plug diameter n.  the dimension obtained
by adding the root depth of a key cut to the length 
of its   corresponding bottom pin which establishes 
a perfect shear line. This will not necessarily be the
same as the actual plug diameter.

ejector hole n.  a hole found on the bottom of
c e rtain interchangeable cores under each pin chamber.
It provides a path for the ejector pin.

ejector pin n.  a tool used to drive all the elements 
of a pin chamber out of certain interchangeable core s

electrified lockset n.   a lock which is 
c o n t rolled electrically

end ward n.  a ward which pre vents complete
i n s e rtion and/or rotation of an incorrect key by
forming an obstruction to the end of the key

end ward cut n.  any cut made into a key to by p a s s
an end ward

- F -
f a c t o ry original key n.  the out key furnished by the
lock manufacturer for a lock or cylinder

f a i l - s a f e adj.  a feature of a security device designed 
to release, for safety purposes, during a power loss

f e n c e n.  1.  a projection on a lock bolt which
p re vents movement of the bolt unless it can enter
gates of properly aligned tumblers, see also “s i d e b a r”
2.  any locking element other than a sidebar or
shackle designed to enter a tumbler's gate

file cabinet lock n.  1.  any lock used on a file
cabinet  2.  a plunger lock cylinder for a gang lock
normally used in a file cabinet

f i n i s h n. a material, coloring and/or texturing
s p e c i f i c a t i o n

first generation duplicate n.  a key which was
duplicated using a factory original key or a code
original key as a pattern

first key n.  any key produced without the use of 
a pattern key

f i ve column pro g re s s i o n n.  a process wherein key
bittings are obtained by using the cut possibilities in
f i ve columns of the key bitting array

f i ve pin master key n.  a master key for all
combinations obtained by pro g ressing five 
bitting positions

flat type key n.  a key which is completely flat 
on both sides, usually used for warded or leve r
tumbler locks

flexible head mortise cylinder n.  an adjustable
m o rtise cylinder which can be extended against spring
p re s s u re to a slightly longer length

f o o t n.  the cam portion of the trunnion assembly in
some lever tumbler locks

four column pro g re s s i o n n.  a process wherein key
bittings are obtained by using the cut possibilities in
four columns of the key bitting array

four pin master key n.  a master key for all
combinations obtained by pro g ressing four 
bitting positions

frangible shackle n.  a padlock shackle designed 
to be broken easily

frangible shackle padlock n.  a padlock equipped
with an easily broken shackle

- G -
g a t e n.  a notch cut into the edge of a tumbler 
to accept a fence or sidebar

G G G M K a b b.  great great grand master key

G G G M K ' D a b b.  great great grand master keye d

G G M a b b.  great grand master key

G G M K a b b.  great grand master key

G G M K ' D a b b.  great grand master keye d

G M a b b.  grand master key

G M K ' D a b b.  grand master keye d

graduated drive r s n.  a set of top pins of differe n t
lengths. Usage is based on the height of the rest of the
pin stack, in order to achieve a uniform pin stack
height.  See also “compensate drive r s”

grand master key n.  the key which operates two 
or more separate groups of locks, which are each
operated by a different master key

grand master key system n.  a master key system
which has exactly three levels of keying

grand master keye d adj.  of or pertaining to a lock or
cylinder which is or is to be keyed into a grand master
key system

g reat grand master key n.  the key which operates
two or more separate groups of locks which are each
operated by a different grand master key

g reat grand master key system n.  a master key
system which has exactly four levels of keying

g reat grand master keyed adj.  of or pertaining to a
lock or cylinder which is or is to be keyed into a gre a t
grand master key system

g reat great grand master key n.  the key which
operates two or more separate groups of locks which
a re each operated by different great grand master keys
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g reat great grand master key system n.  a master
key system which has five or more levels of keying

g reat great grand master keye d adj.  of or pert a i n i n g
to a lock or cylinder which is or is to be keyed into a
g reat great grand master key system

g u i d e n.  1.  that part of a key machine which 
f o l l ows the cuts of a pattern key or template during
duplication  2.  that part of a flat key lever lock 
which connects the nose to the foot and supports the
key blade

- H -
hand change adj.  pertaining to a combination 
lock in which the wheels must be re m oved in order 
to change the combination

h a n d e d adj.  pertaining to hard w a re which is
m a n u f a c t u red only for application on doors with 
a specific orientation

h a rd w a re schedule n.  a listing of the door hard w a re
used on a particular job it includes the types of
h a rd w a re, manufacturers, locations, finishes, and size s .
It should include a keying schedule specifying how
each locking device is to be keye d .

h a s p n.  a hinged metal strap designed to be passed
over a staple and secured in place

heel & toe locking n.  describes a padlock which has
locking dogs at both the heel and toe of the shackle

heel (of a padlock shackle) n.  the part of a padlock
shackle which is retained in the case when in the
unlocked position

H G M a b b.  horizontal group master key

high security cylinder n.  a cylinder which offers 
a greater degree of resistance to any or all of the
f o l l owing: picking, impressioning, key duplication,
drilling or other forms of forcible entry

high security key n.  a key for a high security
c y l i n d e r

hinged shackle n.  a shackle whose heel is
permanently mounted to the padlock case in a
manner which allows the shackle to pivot to open

Hobbs shackle n.  a hinged shackle with a notch 
for the bolt in its movable end

holding fixture n.  a device which holds cylinder
plugs, cylinders, housings, and/or cores to 
facilitate the installation of tumblers, springs 
and/or spring cove r s

h o l l ow drive r n.  a top pin hollowed out on one end
to re c e i ve the spring, typically used in cylinders with
e x t remely limited clearance in the pin chambers

hook bolt n.  a lock bolt shaped in the general
outline of a hook.  Normally used on sliding doors 
or where spreading of the frame and door is a 
possible attack.

h o r i zontal group master key n.  the two pin master
key for all combinations listed in all blocks in a line
a c ross the page in the standard pro g ression format

h o rnn.  in a non-cylinder lock, the housing which
s u r rounds the nose and extends through the door 
or drawe r

h o rn plate n.  the cover of a lever tumbler lock case
to which the horn is attached

h o u s i n g n.  that part of a locking device which is
designed to hold a core

h u b n.  a lock component, which re d i rects ro t a t i o n a l
motion from a spindle or shaft to linear movement 
of a latch or bolt

- I -
I C a b b.  interchangeable core

i m p re s s i o n n.  the mark made by a tumbler on its
key cut  v.  to fit a key by the impression technique

i m p ression technique n.  a means of fitting a key
d i rectly to a locked cylinder by manipulating a blank
in the keyway and cutting the blank where the
tumblers have made mark s

incidental master key n.  a key cut to an unplanned
shear line created when the cylinder is combinated 
to the top master key and a change key

i n c re m e n t n.  a usually uniform increase or decre a s e
in the successive depths of a key cut which must be
matched by a corresponding change in the tumblers

index (of a combination lock dial) n.  the mark
outside the dial ring of a combination lock used as a
re f e rence point

individual key n.  an operating key for a lock or
cylinder which is not part of a keying system, see also
“change key” definition 1

i n t e rchangeable core n.  a key re m ovable core which
can be used in all or most of the core manufacture r ' s
p roduct line. No tools (other than the control key)
a re re q u i red for re m oval of the core .

- K -
k sym.  symbol for "keys" used after a numerical
designation of the quantity of the keys requested to
be supplied with the cylinders; e.g., lk, 2k, 3k, etc. 
it is usually found in hard w a re/keying schedules.

K A a b b.  keyed alike

KA1, KA2, etc. symbol which indicates that all
cylinders so designated are or are to be operated by
the same key(s). The numerical designation indicates
the keyed alike group or set.

KA/2, KA/3, etc. symbol used to indicate the
quantity of locks or cylinders in keyed alike gro u p s .
These groups are usually formed from a larger
quantity; e.g., 30 cylinders KA/2.

K B A a b b.  key bitting array

K D a b b.  keyed differe n t

k ey n.  a properly combinated device which is, 
or most closely resembles, the device specifically
intended by the lock manufacturer to operate 
the corresponding lock

k ey bitting array n.  a matrix (graphic) display of all
possible bittings for change keys and master keys as
related to the top master key

k ey bitting punch n.  a manually operated device
which stamps or punches the cuts into the key blade,
rather than grinding or milling them

k ey bitting specifications n.  pl.  the technical data
re q u i red to bit a given (family of ) key blank(s) to the
lock manufacturer's dimensions

k ey blank n.  any material manufactured to the
p roper size and configuration which allows its entry
into the keyway of a specific locking device.  A key
blank has not yet been combinated or cut.

k ey change adj.  referring to a lock in which the
combination can be changed through the use of a
special key or tool without disassembling the lock

k ey changeable adj.  of or pertaining to a lock or
cylinder which can be recombinated without
d i s a s s e m b l y, by the use of a key. The use of a tool may
also be re q u i re d .

k ey coding machine n.  a key machine designed for
the production of code keys. It may or may not also
s e rve as a duplicating machine.

k ey contro l n.  1.  any method or pro c e d u re 
which limits unauthorized acquisition of a key and/
or controls distribution of authorized keys  
2.  a systematic organization of keys and key re c o rd s

k ey cut(s) n.  the portion of the key blade which
remains after being cut and which aligns the
t u m b l e r ( s )

k ey cut pro f i l e n.  the shape of a key cut, 
including the cut angle and the out root shape

k ey duplicating machine n.  a key machine which 
is designed to make copies from a pattern key

k ey gauge n.  a usually flat device with a cutaway
p o rtion indexed with a given set of depth or spacing
specifications. It is used to help determine the
combination of a key.

k ey-in-knob cylinder n.  a cylinder used in a key-in-
knob lockset

k ey interc h a n g e n.  an undesirable condition, usually
in a master key system, where by a key unintentionally
operates a cylinder or lock

Terminology

32



k ey machine n.  any machine designed to cut 
keys, See also "key coding machine" and 
"key duplicating machine."

k ey manipulation n.  manipulation of an incorre c t
key in order to operate a lock or cylinder

k ey milling n.  the gro oves machined into the length
of the key blade to allow its entry into the keyway

k ey ove r r i d e n.  a provision allowing interruption or
c i rc u m vention of normal operation of a combination
lock or electrical device  adj.  of or pertaining to such
a provision, as in "key override cylinder"

k ey override cylinder n.  a lock cylinder installed 
in a device to provide a key override function

k ey pull(s) n.  a lock specification which indicates 
by quantity and orientation the position(s) in which 
a key may be withdrawn

k ey pull position n.  any position, of the cylinder
plug at which the key can be re m ove d

k ey re c o rd s n.  pl.  re c o rds which typically include
some or all of the following: bitting list, key bitting
a r r a y, key system schematic, end user, number of
keys/cylinders issued, names of persons to whom keys
we re issued, hard w a re/keying schedule

Key Re c o rds De p a rt m e n t n.  the department which
is responsible for generating and issuing all lock and
key combinations and maintaining re c o rds of them

k ey re t a i n i n g adj.  1.  of or pertaining to a lock
which must be locked before its key can be re m ove d .
2.  of or pertaining to a cylinder or lock which may
p re vent re m oval of a key without the use of an
additional key and/or tool

k ey section n.  the exact cross sectional configuration
of a key blade as viewed from the bow tow a rd the tip

k ey symbol n.  a designation used for a key
combination in the standard key coding system, e.g.,
A, AA, AA1, etc.

k ey system schematic n.  a drawing with blocks
utilizing keying symbols, usually illustrating the
h i e r a rchy of all keys within a master key system. 
It indicates the stru c t u re and total expansion of 
the system.

k eye d adj.  1.  combinated  2.  having provision for
operation by key

k eyed alike adj.  of or pertaining to two or more
looks or cylinders which have or are to have the same
combination. They may or may not be part of a
keying system.

k eyed differe n t adj.  of or pertaining to a group 
of locks or cylinders, each of which is or is to be
combinated differently from the others. They may 
or may not be part of a keying system.

k eyed random adj.  of or pertaining to a cylinder 
or group of cylinders selected from a limited
i n ve n t o ry of different key changes. Duplicate bittings
may occur.

k ey h o l e n.  the opening through which a non-
cylinder key must pass to enter a lock

k ey i n g n.  any specification for how a cylinder 
or group of cylinders are or are to be combinated 
in order to control access

k eying confere n c e n.  a meeting of the end user 
and the keying system supplier at which the keying
and levels of keying, including future expansion, 
a re determined and specified

k eying kit n.  a compartmented container which
holds an assortment of tumblers, springs and/or other
p a rt s

k eying schedule n.  a detailed specification of the
keying system listing how all cylinders are to be 
k e yed and the quantities, markings, and shipping
i n s t ructions of all keys and/or cylinders to 
be prov i d e d

k eying symbol n.  a designation used for a lock 
or cylinder combination in the standard key coding
system; e.g., AA1, XAA1, XlX, etc.

k ey w a y n.  1.  the opening in a lock or cylinder
which is shaped to accept key bit or blade of a pro p e r
configuration  2.  the exact cross sectional
configuration of a keyway as viewed from the front. 
It is not necessarily the same as the key section.

k eyway ward n.  a ward which pre vents entry of an
i n c o r rect key into a cylinder or lock

K R a b b.  1.  keyed random  2.  key re t a i n i n g

K W Y a b b.  keyway

- L -
laminated padlock n.  a padlock whose case is
c o n s t ructed of separate plates usually riveted together

l a yout tray n.  a compartmented container used to
o r g a n i ze cylinder parts during keying or serv i c i n g

l e vels of key i n g n.  pl.  the divisions of a master key
system into hierarchies of access, as shown in the
f o l l owing tables. Note: the standard key coding
system has been expanded to include key symbols for
systems of more than four levels of keying.

TWO L EV E L S Y S T E M

L e vel of Key Na m e A B B . Key Sy m b o l
Key i n g

L e vel II master key M K A A

L e vel I change key C K 1AA, 2AA, 
e t c .

T H R E E L EV E L S Y S T E M

L e vel of Key Na m e A B B . Key Sy m b o l
Key i n g

L e vel III grand G M K A
master key

L e vel II master key M K AA, AB, etc.

L e vel I change key C K AA1, AA2, 
e t c .

F O U R L EV E L S Y S T E M

L e vel of Key Na m e A B B . Key Sy m b o l
Key i n g

L e vel IV g reat grand G G M K G G M K
master key

L e vel III grand master G M K A, B, etc.
k e y

L e vel II master key M K AA, AB, etc.

L e vel I change key C K AA1, AA2, 
e t c .

F I V E L EV E L S Y S T E M

L e vel of Key Na m e A B B . Key Sy m b o l
Key i n g

L e vel V g reat great G G G M K G G G M K
grand master 
k e y

L e vel IV g reat grand G G M K A, B, etc.
master key

L e vel III grand master G M K AA, AB, etc.
k e y

L e vel II master key M K AAA, AAB, 
e t c .

L e vel I change key C K AAA1, 
AAA2, etc.

S I X L EV E L S Y S T E M

L e vel of Key Na m e A B B . Key Sy m b o l
Key i n g

L e vel V I g reat great G G G M K G G G M K
grand master 
k e y

L e vel V g reat grand G G M K A, B, etc.
master key

L e vel IV grand master G M K AA, AB, etc.
k e y

L e vel III master key M K AAA, AAB, 
e t c .

L e vel II sub-master S M K AAAA, 
k e y AAAB, etc.

L e vel I change key C K AAAA1, 
AAAA2, etc.
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l e ver pack n.  a set of lever tumblers

l e ver tumbler n.  a flat, spring-loaded tumbler 
which usually pivots on a post. It contains a gate
which must be aligned with a fence to allow
m ovement of the bolt.

loading tool n.  a tool which aids installation 
of cylinder components into the cylinder shell

l o c k n.  any device which pre vents access or use 
by requiring special knowledge or equipment

lock bumping n.  a picking technique that utilizes a
bump key being forcefully impacted into the keyway

lock service package n.  a kit offered by the
m a n u f a c t u rer or distributor of a product, which
contains what he deems re q u i red to properly serv i c e
the pro d u c t

locker lock n.  a cabinet lock designed specifically for
use on lockers

l o c k o u t n.  any situation in which the normal
operation of a lock or cylinder is pre ve n t e d

lockout key n.  a key made in two pieces. One piece
is trapped in the keyway by the tumblers when
i n s e rted and blocks entry of any regular key. 
The second piece is used to re m ove the first piece.

l o c k s m i t h n.  a person with the knowledge and
ability to select, install, service and bypass all the
components of an electrical or mechanical lock

- M -
M AC S a b b.  maximum adjacent cut specification

manipulation key n.  any key other than a corre c t
key which can be variably positioned and/or
manipulated in a keyway to operate a lock or cylinder

master disc n.  a special disc tumbler with multiple
gates to re c e i ve a sidebar,  see also “master pin”
definition 1, see also “stepped tumbler” .

master key n.  a key which operates all the master
k e yed locks or cylinders in a gro u p, each lock or
cylinder usually operated by its own change key
v.  to combinate a group of locks or cylinders such
that each is operated by its own change key as well 
as by a master key for the entire gro u p

master key changes n.  the number of differe n t
usable change keys available under a given master key

master key system n.  1.  any keying arrangement
which has two or more levels of keying  2.  a keying
arrangement which has exactly two levels of keying

master keye d adj.  of or pertaining to a cylinder or
g roup of cylinders which are or are to be combinated
so that all may be operated by their own change
key(s) and by additional key(s) known as master
k e y ( s )

master keyed only adj.  of or pertaining to a lock 
or cylinder which is or is to be combinated only to 
a master key

master leve r n.  a lever tumbler which can align some
or all other levers in its lock so that their gates are at
the fence. It is typically used in locker locks.

master pin n.  1.  usually a cylindrical shaped
t u m b l e r, flat on both ends, placed between the top
and bottom pin to create an additional shear line  
2.  a pin tumbler with multiple gates to accept 
a sidebar

master wafer n.  a ward used in certain binary type
disc tumbler key-in-knob locks, see also “master pin”
definition 1, see also “stepped tumbler”

matrix format master key i n g n.  a method of
generating combinations and assigning key symbols 
in a master key system through the use of a matrix

maximum adjacent cut specification n.  the
maximum allowable difference between adjacent 
cut depths

meter lock n.  1.  a padlock whose shackle consists 
of a single re m ovable post, designed for locking 
utility meters or va l ves.  2.  any of several small
devices specifically designed to lock utility meters 
or va l ves and which re q u i re either a key or special
w rench for re m ova l .

m i s - c u t adj.  of or pertaining to a key which has
been cut incorrectly  n.  a mis-cut key

M K a b b.  master key

M K ' d a b b.  master keye d

MK'd only a b b.  master keyed only

mogul cylinder n.  a ve ry large pin tumbler cylinder
whose pins, springs, key, etc. are also pro p o rt i o n a l l y
i n c reased in size. It is frequently used in prison locks.

m o rtise cylinder n.  a threaded cylinder typically
used in mortise locks of American manufacture

multi-section key blank n.  a key section which
enters more than one, but not all keyways in 
a multiplex key system

multiple gating n.  a means of master keying by
p roviding a tumbler with more than one gate

multiplex key blank n.  any key blank which is part
of a multiplex key system

multiplex key system n.  1.  a series of different key
sections which may be used to expand a master key
system by repeating bittings on additional key
sections. The keys of one key section will not enter
the keyway of another key section. This type of
system always includes another key section which 
will enter more than one, or all of the keyways.  
2.  a keying system which uses such keyways and 
key sections

m u s h room pin n.  a pin tumbler, usually a top pin,
which resembles a mushroom.  It is typically used to
i n c rease pick re s i s t a n c e

- N -
N C K sym.  symbol for "no change key," primarily
used in hard w a re schedules

neck (of a key ) n.  1.  the portion of a bit key
b e t ween the shoulder and the bit(s)  2.  the portion 
of a cylinder key between the shoulder and the bow

n e g a t i ve locking n.  locking achieved solely by 
spring pre s s u re or gravity which pre vents a key cut
too deeply from operating a lock or cylinder

N K R a b b.  non key re t a i n i n g

N M K sym.  symbol which means "not master keye d "
and is suffixed in parentheses to the regular key
symbol.  It indicates that the cylinder is not to be
operated by the master key(s) specified in the re g u l a r
key symbol; e.g., AB6(NMK).

non-fail safe adj.  a  feature of a security device
designed to remain engaged, for security purposes,
during a power loss

non key re t a i n i n g adj.  of or pertaining to a lock
whose key can be re m oved in both the looked and
unlocked positions

non-original key blank n.  any key blank other than
an original

non re m ovable key adj.  a key which has one 
or more cuts on it which trap the key in the lock
upon insert i o n

n o s e n.  the part of a non-cylinder lock which
contains the keyway and rotates within a horn

N R K a b b.  non re m ovable key

N R P a b b.  non re m ovable pin

- O -
odometer method n.  a means of pro g ressing key
bittings using a pro g ression sequence of right to left.

one bitted adj.  of or pertaining to a cylinder which
is or is to be combinated to keys cut to the
m a n u f a c t u rer's re f e rence number one bitting

one column pro g re s s i o n n.  a process wherein key
bittings are obtained by using the cut possibilities 
in one column of the key bitting array

one pin master key n.  a master key for all
combinations obtained by pro g ressing only one
bitting position

open gated adj.  pertaining to a lever tumbler whose
gate is in the edge of the tumbler

opening index n.  the index or mark to which a
combination is dialed in order to effect an opening

operating key n.  any key which will pro p e r l y
operate a lock or cylinder to lock or unlock the lock
mechanism and is not a control key or reset key, 
see also “change key”
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operating shear line n.  any shear line which allow s
normal operation of a cylinder or lock

original key blank n.  a key blank supplied by 
the lock manufacturer to fit that manufacture r ' s
specific pro d u c t

- P -
p a c k n.  the set of tumblers in a lever tumbler or
combination lock

p a d l o c k n.  a detachable and portable lock with a
shackle which locks into its case

page master key n.  the three-pin master key for 
all combinations listed on a page in the standard
p ro g ression format

p a r a c e n t r i c adj.  1.  of or pertaining to a keyway with
one or more wards on each side projecting beyond the
ve rtical center line of the keyway to hinder picking  
2.  of or pertaining to a key blank made to enter such
a keyway

p a t t e rn key n.  1.  an original key kept on file to 
use in a key-duplicating machine when additional
keys are re q u i red   2.  any key which is used in a key-
duplicating machine to create a duplicate key

personal identification number n.  a series of
numbers and/or letters associated with a part i c u l a r
individual as a means of identification

p i c k n.  a tool or instrument, other than the
specifically designed key, made for the purpose of
manipulating tumblers in a lock or cylinder into the
locked or unlocked position through the keyway,
without obvious damage.  v.  to manipulate tumblers
in a keyed lock mechanism through the keyway,
without obvious damage, by means other than the
specifically designed key

pick key n.  a type of manipulation key, cut or
modified to operate a lock or cylinder

p i n v.  to install pin tumblers into a cylinder and/
or cylinder plug, see also “pin tumbler”

PI N a b b.  personal identification number

pin chamber n.  the corresponding hole drilled into
the cylinder shell and/or plug to accept the pin(s) 
and spring

pin kit n.  a type of keying kit for a pin tumbler
m e c h a n i s m

pin stack n.  all the tumblers in a given pin chamber,
see also “pin stack height”

pin stack h e i g h t n.  the measurement of a pin stack,
often expressed in units of the lock manufacture r’s
i n c rement or as an actual dimension

pin tray n.  see “layout tray”

pin tumbler n.  usually a cylindrical shaped 
t u m b l e r. T h ree types are normally used: bottom pin,
master pin and top pin.

pin twe e ze r s n.  pl.  a tool used in handling tumblers
and springs

pinning block n.  a holding fixture which assists 
in the loading of tumblers into a cylinder or 
cylinder plug

pinning chart n.  a numerical diagram which
indicates the sizes and order of installation of the
various pins into a cylinder. The sizes are usually
indicated by a manufacturer's re f e rence number
which equals the quantity of increments a 
tumbler re p re s e n t s .

p l u g n.  the part of a cylinder which contains the
k e y w a y, with tumbler chambers usually corre s p o n d i n g
to those in the cylinder shell

plug follower n.  a tool used to allow re m oval of 
the cylinder plug while retaining the top pins, springs,
and/or other components within the shell

plug holder n.  a holding fixture which assists in the
loading of tumblers into a cylinder plug

plug re t a i n e r n.  the cylinder component which
s e c u res the plug in the shell

p o s i t i ve locking n.  the condition brought about
when a key cut which is too high forces its tumbler
into the locking position. This type of locking does
not rely on gravity or spring pre s s u re .

post (of a key ) n.  the portion of a bit key betwe e n
the tip and the shoulder, to which the bit(s) 
is attached

practical key changes n.  pl. the total number of
usable different combinations available for a specific
cylinder or lock mechanism

p r i vacy key n.  a key which operates an SKD
c y l i n d e r, see also “emergency key”

p rofile cylinder n.  a cylinder with a usually uniform
c ross section, which slides into place and usually 
is held by a mounting screw. It is typically used in
m o rtise locks of non-U.S. manufacture .

p ro g re s s v.  to select possible key bittings, usually in
numerical ord e r, from the key bitting array

p ro g re s s i o n n.  a logical sequence of selecting
possible key bittings, usually in numerical order fro m
the key bitting array

p ro g ression column n.  a listing of the key bitting
possibilities available in one bitting position as
d i s p l a yed in a column of the key bitting array

p ro g ression list n.  a bitting list of change keys and
master keys arranged in sequence of pro g re s s i o n

p ro g re s s i ve n.  any bitting position which is
p ro g ressed rather than held constant

p ro p r i e t a ry adj.  of or pertaining to a keyway and
key section assigned exc l u s i vely to one end user by the
lock manufacture r. It may also be protected by law
f rom duplication.

pull bump key n.  a lock picking key that must be
pulled from the lock one space position betwe e n
i m p a c t s

push bump key n.  a lock picking key that centers
itself after each impact

- R -
radiused blade bottom n.  the bottom of a key blade
which has been radiused to conform to the curva t u re
of the cylinder plug it is designed to enter

random master key i n g n.  any undesirable pro c e s s
used to master key which uses unrelated keys to cre a t e
a system

rap v.  1.  to unlock a plug from its shell by striking
sharp blows to the spring side of the cylinder while
applying tension to the plug  2.  to unlock a padlock
shackle from its case by striking sharp blows to the
sides in order to disengage the locking dogs

ratchet lock n.  any lock which incorporates a ratchet
device allowing locking in more than one position

re a d v.  to decode a lock combination visually
without disassembly of the lock or cylinder

re c o m b i n a t e v.  to change the combination of a lock,
cylinder or key

re c o re v.  to rekey by installing a different core

register gro ove n.  the re f e rence point on the key
blade from which some manufacturers index the
bitting depths

re k eyv.  to change the existing combination of 
a cylinder or lock

re m ovable cylinder n.  a cylinder which can be
re m oved from a locking device by a key and/or tool

re m ovable shackle adj.  referring to a type of padlock
which is unlocked by re m oving the shackle from 
the case

re p i n v.  to replace pin tumblers, with or without
changing the existing combination

re s t r i c t e d adj.  of or pertaining to a keyway and
c o r responding key blank whose sale and/or
distribution is limited by the lock manufacturer in
o rder to reduce unauthorized key pro l i f e r a t i o n

re t a i n e r n.  a component which is clipped or staked
in place to maintain the working relationship of 
other components

R H a b b.  right hand

R H R a b b.  right hand re verse beve l

rim cylinder n.  a cylinder typically used with surf a c e
applied locks and attached with a back plate and
machine screws. It has a tailpiece to actuate the 
lock mechanism.
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rim lock n.  a lock or latch typically mounted on the
s u rface of a door or drawe r

R L a b b.  The title “Re g i s t e red Locksmith” as award e d
by ALOA

R M a b b.  row master key

root depth n.  the dimension from the bottom of 
a cut on a key to the bottom of the blade

rotating constant n.  one or more cut(s) in a key of
any level which remain constant throughout all leve l s
and are identical to the top master key cuts in their
c o r responding positrons. The positions where the top
master key cuts are held constant may be move d ,
always in a logical sequence.

rotating constant method n.  a method used to
p ro g ress key bittings in a master key system, 
w h e rein at least one cut in each key is identical to the
c o r responding cut in the top master key. The identical
cut(s) is moved to different locations in a logical
sequence until each possible planned position has
been used.

row master key n.  the one-pin master key for all
combinations listed on the same line across a page 
in the standard pro g ression format

- S -
S / A a b b.  sub-assembled

Scandinavian padlock n.  a cast case padlock with an
elliptical cross section.  The locking mechanism is a
set of rotating disc tumblers, which engage notches in
the cast shackle and may be rotated by the angled cuts
cast on the key.

s c reen door lock n.  a lock designed for the thin
stiles typically found on screen and storm doors

second generation duplicate n.  a key re p ro d u c e d
f rom a first generation duplicate

security collar n.  a pro t e c t i ve cylinder collar, see also
“cylinder guard”

s e l e c t i ve key system n.  a key system in which eve ry
key has the capability of being a master key. It is
normally used for applications requiring a limited
number of keys and extensive cross keying.

s e l e c t i ve master key n.  an unassociated master key
which can be made to operate any specific lock(s) 
in the entire system in addition to the regular master
key(s) and/or change key(s) for the cylinder without
c reating key interc h a n g e

sequence of pro g re s s i o n n.  the order in which
bitting positions are pro g ressed to obtain change key
c o m b i n a t i o n s

s e ven column pro g re s s i o n n.  a process wherein key
bittings are obtained by using the cut possibilities 
in seven columns of the key bitting array

s e ven pin master key n.  a master key for all
combinations obtained by pro g ressing seven 
bitting positions

s h a c k l e n.  1.  the part of a padlock, which passes
t h rough an opening in an object or fits around an
object and is ultimately locked into the case  
2.  the portion of a restraint which fits around the
wrist, ankle, neck, waist or thumb

shackle retaining pin n.  a pin which keeps an
unlocked shackle heel in the case

shackle spring n.  a spring which pushes the shackle
into the open position when the padlock is unlocked

shear line n.  a location in a cylinder at which
specific tumbler surfaces must be aligned, re m ov i n g
o b s t ruction(s) which pre vented the plug from mov i n g

s h e l l n.  the part of the cylinder which surrounds the
plug and which usually contains tumbler chambers
c o r responding to those in the plug

s h i m n.  a thin piece of material used to unlock the
cylinder plug from the shell by separating the pin
tumblers at the shear line, one at a time  v.  to unlock
a cylinder plug from its shell by using a shim

s h o u l d e r n.  any key stop other than a tip stop, 
see also “bow stop”

s h ove knife n.  a tool used with a set-up plug 
which pushes the springs and pin tumblers into the
cylinder shell

s h rouded shackle n.  a shackle which is pro t e c t e d
f rom cutting or tampering by design or by the use 
of secondary shields

s i d e b a r n.  a cylinder component which enters gate(s)
in tumbler(s) to allow plug ro t a t i o n

sidebar lock n.  a lock mechanism which
incorporates a sidebar

simplex key section n.  a single independent 
key section which cannot be used in a multiplex 
key system

single-acting lever tumbler n.  a lever tumbler which
must be moved a minimum distance to allow travel of
a bolt, but cannot be moved so far as to restrict trave l
of the bolt

single key section n.  an individual key section
which can be used in a multiplex key system

single step pro g re s s i o n n.  a pro g ression using 
a one increment difference between bittings of 
a given position

six column pro g re s s i o n n.  a process wherein key
bittings are obtained by using the cut possibilities 
in six columns of the key bitting array

six pin master key n.  a master key for all
combinations obtained by pro g ressing six 
bitting positions

S K D sym.  symbol for "single keyed", normally
f o l l owed by a numerical designation in the standard
key coding system; e.g., SKD1, SKD2, etc. 
It indicates that a cylinder or lock is not master keye d
but is part of the keying system

S M K a b b.  sub-master key

s p a c i n g n.  the dimensions from the stop to the
center of the first cut and/or to the centers of
s u c c e s s i ve cuts

s p i n d l e n.  a component which transfers ro t a ry
motion from outside a lock or latch case to an 
inner mechanism

split pin master key i n g n.  a method of master
keying a pin tumbler cylinder by installing master
pins into one or more pin chambers

spool pin n.  usually a top pin which resembles 
a spool, typically used to increase pick re s i s t a n c e

spring cove r n.  a device for sealing one or more 
pin chambers

spring seat n.  the point at which a spring 
is anchored, located or attached and at which 
( f rom which) it exe rts forc e

s t a n d a rd key coding system n.  an industry standard
and uniform method of designating all keys and/
or cylinders in a master key system. The designation
automatically indicates the exact function and keying
l e vel of each key and/or cylinder in the system,
usually without further explanation.

s t a n d a rd pro g ression form a t n.  a systematic
method of listing and relating all change key
combinations to all master key combinations in 
a master key system. The listing is divided into
segments known as blocks, horizontal groups, ve rt i c a l
g roups, rows, and pages, for levels of contro l .

stepped tumbler n.  a special (usually disc) tumbler
used in master keying. It has multiple bearing surf a c e s
for blades of different key sections.

stop (of a key ) n.  the part of a key from which all
cuts are indexed and which determines how far the
key enters the keyway

sub-master key n.  the master key level immediately
b e l ow the master key in a system of six or more leve l s
of keying

substitution code n.  a code whose individual
characters are conve rted to individual key cuts or
combination numbers by means of a re f e rence table

- T-
T- h a n d l e n.  a T-shaped handle assembly which may
be lockable

t a i l p i e c e n.  an actuator attached to the rear of the
c y l i n d e r, parallel to the plug, typically used on rim,
key-in-knob or special application cylinders
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t h e o retical key changes n.  pl.  the total possible
number of different combinations available for 
a specific cylinder or lock mechanism

t h ree column pro g re s s i o n n.  a process wherein key
bittings are obtained by using the cut possibilities 
in three columns of the key bitting array

t h ree pin master key n.  a master key for all
combinations obtained by pro g ressing three 
bitting positions

t h ree point latch n.  a self-latching device designed
to latch a door at the top, bottom and edge

t h row member n.  an intermediate actuator which
engages the rear of the plug to transfer motion to 
a cam, tailpiece or other actuator

t i p n.  the portion of the key which enters the
keyway first

tip stop n.  a type of stop located at or near the tip 
of the key

T M K a b b.  top master key

toe (of a shackle) n.  that part of the shackle, 
which may be re m oved from the padlock body

t o l e r a n c e n.  the deviation allowed from a give n
d i m e n s i o n

top master key n.  the highest level master key in 
a master key system

top of blade n.  the bitted edge of a single bitted key

top pin n.  usually a cylindrical shaped tumbler,
usually flat on both ends and installed directly under
the spring in the pin stack

total position pro g re s s i o n n.  a process used to
obtain key bittings in a master key system where i n
bittings of change keys differ from those of the top
master key in all bitting positions

t ry-out key n.  a manipulation key which is usually
p a rt of a set, used for a specific series, keyway, 
and/or brand of lock

tubular key n.  a key with a tubular blade. The key
cuts are made into the end of the blade, around its
c i rc u m f e re n c e .

tubular key cylinder n.  a cylinder whose tumblers
a re arranged in a circle and which is operated by 
a tubular key

t u m b l e r n.  a movable obstruction of va rying size
and configuration in a lock or cylinder which makes
d i rect contact with the key or another tumbler 
and pre vents an incorrect key or torque device fro m
a c t i vating the lock or other mechanism

tumbler spring n.  any spring which acts directly 
on a tumbler

two column pro g re s s i o n n.  a process wherein key
bittings are obtained by using the cut possibilities 
in two columns of the key bitting array

two pin master key n.  a master key for all
combinations obtained by pro g ressing two bitting
p o s i t i o n s

two-step pro g re s s i o n n.  a pro g ression using 
a two increment difference between bittings of 
a given position

- U -
U L a b b.  Un d e rwriters Laboratories

UL listed adj.  listed in a dire c t o ry as having passed
specific Un d e rwriters Laboratories testing

unassociated change key n.  a change key which is
not related directly to a particular master key thro u g h
the use of certain constant cuts

unassociated master key n.  a master key which 
does not have change keys related to its combination
t h rough the use of constant cuts

u n c o m b i n a t e d adj.  1.  of or pertaining to a cylinder
which is or is to be supplied without keys, 
tumblers and springs  2.  of or pertaining to a lock,
cylinder or key in which the combination has not
been set

u n c o n t rolled cross key i n g n.  a condition in which
two or more different keys under different higher
l e vel keys operate one cylinder by design; e.g., 
XAA1 operated by AB, AB1. Note: This condition
s e ve rely limits the security of the cylinder and the
maximum expansion of the system, and often leads
to key interc h a n g e .

u n i d i rectional cylinder n.  a cylinder whose key can
turn in only one direction from the key pull position

- V-
ve rtical group master key n.  the two-pin master
key for all combinations listed in all blocks in a line
d own a page in the standard pro g ression format

VG M a b b.  ve rtical group master key

visual key contro l n.  a specification that all keys
and the visible portion of the front of all lock
cylinders be stamped with standard keying symbols

V KC a b b.  visual key contro l

v i rtual key section n. a secondary locking
mechanism combination used as a method of
discriminating between suppliers for key control  

- W-
w a rd n.  a usually stationary obstruction in a lock 
or cylinder which pre vents the entry and/or operation
of an incorrect key

w a rd cut n.  a modification of a key which allows 
it to bypass a ward

w a rd e d adj.  having one or more ward s

- X -
X sym.  symbol used in hard w a re schedules to
indicate a cro s s - k e yed condition for a part i c u l a r
cylinder; e.g., XAA2, XlX (but not AX7)

- Z -
ze ro bitted adj.  of or pertaining to a cylinder 
which is or is to be combinated to keys cut to the
m a n u f a c t u rer's re f e rence number "0" bitting

Terminology
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